This chapter examines some of the ways in which memory is used to provide a framework that not only helps to make sense of the present, but also enables the production of forwardlooking actions and stances. In addition to the argument that the past is central to the present, the aim of this chapter is to emphasize the connection between past events and current collective actions and motivations, and the ways in which this link is used by politicized subjects in an attempt to improve their conditions in both the here-and-now and in the (uncertain) future. My discussion illustrates this relationship by focusing on the Spanish socio-political context, where the right to remember the atrocities of the Civil War and Franco's dictatorship is strongly contested. Arguing in favour of using those memories in the formulation of future-oriented actions, which seek social progress, the chapter specifically draws upon the case of the Asturian miners and some of the protests in which they have been involved since the 1930s.
Introduction
This chapter examines some of the ways in which memory is used to provide a framework that not only helps to make sense of the present, but also enables the production of forwardlooking actions and stances. In addition to the argument that the past is central to the present, the aim of this chapter is to emphasize the connection between past events and current collective actions and motivations, and the ways in which this link is used by politicized subjects in an attempt to improve their conditions in both the here-and-now and in the (uncertain) future. My discussion illustrates this relationship by focusing on the Spanish socio-political context, where the right to remember the atrocities of the Civil War and Franco's dictatorship is strongly contested. Arguing in favour of using those memories in the formulation of future-oriented actions, which seek social progress, the chapter specifically draws upon the case of the Asturian miners and some of the protests in which they have been involved since the 1930s.
The thread that links the three periods -past, present and future -is partly based on the relentless continuity of time. While the passing of time is unidirectional, memory studies challenges this natural direction by revisiting the past through the examination of memories from the present moment (which, as it continues to move, means that the position from which the past is analysed is also in flux). In this respect, the process of investigating memory is backward-looking. However, the rehearsal of memory is also forward-looking, because the meaning of those memories and the ways in which they are used in the present time may change depending on the needs that must be met or the circumstances within which those memories are interpreted.
There are further complexities that emerge in the field of memory studies. In the first place, the availability of intergenerational accounts, which bring narratives about past events significance of the country's contested history within the consciousness of contemporary Spain. This is the purpose of the opening section of this chapter, which also provides some background for an idea that is covered more fully in the second part of the argument -that the exercise of memory is part of an ongoing socio-historical process in which everything that is past and future coexists in the 'moving present'. I then provide a brief overview of the revolutions that developed in Spain in the 1930s, before analysing some online material concerning the protests of Asturian miners in 2012. This material, which is produced by journalists, activists and the miners themselves, indicates the connections that remain between the collective memory of the miners' revolutionary past and current perceptions of their more recent campaigns. Their contemporary protests illustrate the efforts made by a group of people to achieve better conditions for themselves, their families and their communities. More specifically, this chapter illustrates how the memory of their previous struggles against the state informs their current efforts and also their orientation towards a more hopeful future. A similar reference to the past is observed in the opinion piece titled '¡Que vienen los rojos!' (The reds are coming!), published by the right-wing newspaper ABC (de Prada, 2014, p. 14) . Although the article does not refer to any specific events in the history of Spain, the word rojos carries strong political connotations that, read by any Spanish citizen who understands anything about the country's historical and political context, allude directly to the struggles that developed in Spain in the 1930s during the Second Republic and the Civil War.
The 'memory debate' in Spain
These struggles continued during Franco's dictatorship, when any remaining vestiges of the rojos were persecuted and repressed. Although the author of the opinion article acknowledges that the contemporary re-organization of some left-wing factions is taking place as a consequence of what the main parties have purportedly done wrong in terms of socioeconomic policies, the fact that it is entitled 'The reds are coming' echoes a discourse that feeds on old hatreds and fears.
The excerpts above not only indicate the existence of a clear political stance, opposed to what Podemos represents, but more importantly illustrate the significance of the Spanish historical background in contemporary socio-political developments. That this heritage continues to play a key part in current affairs is something that has already been discussed (Aguilar, 2008; Graham, 2012; Sanz Sabido, 2015) . The argument is that in order to understand Spanish politics and culture it is essential that this heritage be properly considered.
The articles discussed above, and a myriad of other instances that often emerge in political discourse, indicate that this is also recognized by politicians and other public agents, in the certain knowledge that these references are understood by the wider audience.
These observations are important because they help to describe the context within which the 'memory debate' takes place in Spain. By 'memory debate' I mean anything that relates to the physical and/or discursive management of this socio-cultural heritage, from the exhumation of mass graves to the struggle of Franco's victims to achieve a form of justice (Renshaw, 2011; Silva, 2006) . This is a 'debate' because the official political stanceparticularly since the right-wing Partido Popular won the national elections in 2011 -contrasts significantly with that of the victims' relatives, whose only real opportunity to advance their cause (whether locating their relatives' graves or bringing the culprits to justice) is to work with Memory Associations.
There are two broadly defined positions on how to handle the War's legacy. These points of view are often underpinned by distinct ideological perspectives, and their declared goals and preferred methods should serve to indicate the basic differences between them. One perspective is held by those who argue that the past should remain 'in the past', and that this is necessary in order to move forward socially and politically (Juliá, 2010) . This stance is often motivated by a desire to avoid the potential repercussions that an in-depth revision of the past could have for those parts of society which appear to continue to sympathize with Franco's regime. An in-depth revision of the past would not only affect (local and national) politicians and state operatives, but also a number of trading companies that benefited from the regime's repressive practices, for example by using free, forced labour from Republican and anarchist prisoners to build infrastructure across the country, in conditions that have been described as 'slavery' and which often led to death (García Soler, 2002) . For them, the efforts to recover and maintain 'historical memory' are unnecessary and undesirable, yet at the same time they do not hesitate to use the past when it serves to reinforce their point of view (as illustrated by the excerpts above). On the other hand, this 'quietist' standpoint is refuted by those who believe that it is not possible to move on when the suffering of the defeated has not been recognized. They emphasize the fact that those wounds are still open precisely because these issues were not dealt with during the transition to democracy and are therefore yet to be addressed (Richards, 2013; Torres, 2002) .
Process, continuity and memory
The excerpts discussed above not only point to the centrality of past events in contemporary developments in Spain, but also emphasize the role that these developments play when trying to imagine the shape of the future. Both the reader's letter and the opinion article are grounded in the fear of what may follow Podemos' election results and, indeed, future elections. It is remarkable that these fears about the present and the future are informed by a particular reading of a significant historical event to make sense of contemporary circumstances and the potential consequences that these may have in the future. There is, therefore, a nexus between past, present and future insofar as the memory from the past is reused and re-constructed in the present in order to forecast what might happen next. This nexus highlights, and is defined by, the continuity of a socio-historical process which is characterized, among other aspects, by the impossibility of marking fixed boundaries between the past, present and future: these three periods are not only constantly moving, but the ability to review the past as often as necessary -depending on the various and multiple 'needs' of the present -contributes to the blurring of any definite temporal limits.
The fact that there is an ongoing 'memory debate' which is concerned with the relevance of the past in current and future affairs is also indicative of the continuity of those memories and the extent to which they still shape contemporary struggles. We cannot deny the fact that a given action (especially of the magnitude of a military uprising and a threeyear-long civil war) always has consequences, which determine, at least to some degree, the course of subsequent events. Accepting this basic fact also involves recognizing that it is not possible to forecast the extent of those consequences and at what point in time we can fix a boundary between the past event and a moment in the future when the effects of that event are no longer in evidence. The very fact that this is an ongoing debate means that the whole issue remains relevant and, therefore, that the question of the past has not been resolved.
As mentioned previously, it is useful to see the relationship between past, present and future in memory studies as a process. At an individual or micro level, for the direct victims of the war and the dictatorship, this is an ongoing process insofar as their demands for a just resolution are not met. In their case, the lack of definite actions to attend to the wounds of the past has the effect of prolonging their anguish into the future. At a social or macro level, a similar argument can be made in abstract terms, taking into account the collective memory of that period: the re-enactments of the old divisions (both in public and private spheres) are part of a collective consciousness that is still painful, constituting a minefield of enduring resentments and conflict. In the social setting, the connection between past, present and future also works as a process because it is through this prism of collective unfinished business that social, cultural and political aspects of the war and dictatorship are defined. The past is, consequently, only past in strict temporal terms, since the social process within which it is embedded still continues.
In a process that is defined by its continuity, contemporary memories enable the creation of an essential route through which one can prepare for the future by learning from past experience. From this perspective, the past becomes a 'storehouse of lessons' through which to 'avoid repeating the injustices of the past' in the future (Booth, 1999, p. 256) . This is partly what Todorov (2000) describes as an 'exemplary' use of memory, which implies a notion of forward movement. This contrasts with the literal use, which is unable to move forward and remains fixed on the past event. While the exemplary use of memory employs the past to improve the present and future, the literal use preserves and perpetuates the past at the expense of a renewed present and future. Todorov's view of memory places the forwardfacing quality of memory in the spotlight of memory studies. Accordingly, not only is memory not solely concerned with the past, but its most positive uses are in fact those which are actively directed at accomplishing something in the future. In relation to the memory debates discussed earlier, those who defend the importance of confronting the past do so because, by engaging in that confrontation, their objective is to be able to look forward to the future from a renewed perspective.
Revolutions in Spain in the 1930s
Even though media representations and oral testimonies tend to focus broadly on the Civil War, there has also been research on the workers' revolutionary efforts that developed in Spain in the 1930s against state repression and unequal distribution of resources. Most notable are the revolts in Casas Viejas in 1933 (Mintz, 1982) and in Asturias and other Spanish regions and cities in 1934 (Taibo II, 2010) , all of which were violently repressed by the authorities of the Second Republic. The latter is usually referred to as the Asturias revolution, due to the central role played by the Asturian miners in their struggle to secure better working and socio-economic conditions. The mining industry has traditionally constituted a focal point for workers' struggles due to their working conditions and the insecurity of employment faced by the miners. The local community in Asturias, as in other mining regions in Spain (and indeed across the world), identifies strongly with its long-standing mining tradition, a feeling which has been passed on from generation to generation. Not only does mining provide a source of income for many families, but its harsh working conditions and the strength and determination with which these communities have conducted their historic struggles have also become a central part of their identity, for which they are both remembered and still known.
Given the long tradition of social struggle that characterizes Asturias, the example of the Asturian miners seems a suitable case study to explore this point further through the lens of the media, and to examine some of the ways in which the past is remembered and re-used in its contemporary, 'forward-facing' version. In 2012, the Spanish government announced, as part of a wider programme of spending cuts, that investments in the mining industry would be reduced considerably (Cuartas, 2012) . The miners took to the streets to protest against this measure, which in practical terms would mean the closure of mines and, with it, the loss of an important source of income in Asturias and other Spanish towns. Hence the 2012 protests attempted not only to achieve better working conditions, but to fight for the survival of the sector as a whole (Cuartas, 2012) .
While this chapter is specifically concerned with the miners' struggle, the protests of 2012 can be contextualized within the wider wave of demonstrations that had developed across Spain beginning in 2011 in reaction to the worsening socio-economic conditions in the country. Indeed, the miners became part of what, in 2012, was coined as mareas ciudadanas (citizen tides), an extension of the 15M movement that had emerged the previous year.
Demonstrations across the country were attended by various colour tides that represented different public sectors, such as the health and education systems (white and green tides respectively), social struggles such as the women's movement, and campaigns against home evictions and the privatization of public spaces. The marea negra (black tide), which described the miners' movement, embodied the contemporary expression of their struggle, which should be understood both within its own specific historical context and in relation to the more recent threats that it has faced.
Contemporary Asturian protests
In this section, I explore some of the ways in which the Asturian past re-emerges through those discussions about contemporary issues, which bear directly upon models of the future.
To this end, I draw upon online articles published by two different sources: on the one hand, activists (miners and non-miners) who write articles and post material in dedicated social media accounts and websites in order to raise awareness and inform other activists and followers; and, on the other hand, feature articles published by national newspapers which seek to inform wider (and therefore more fragmented) audiences.
One of the online messages distributed by activists was published by the 15M or indignados group in Vigo, a city in Galicia, a neighbouring region to the west of Asturias.
This activist group is a locally organized assembly which is part of the broader indignados movement in the country. They wrote this message in support of the miners, illustrating the opportunities that new media have created for alternative groups to create media content. The message stated: They, the miners, have struggled for many years in order to secure a future which is denied to them. Their grandparents did it, their parents did it, and now also the children of those who, in 1934, were already asking for a better future for their families. (Comunicación Vigo, 2012, my translation) This statement provides an example of how activists make strategic references to past struggles in order to reinforce their current message. The reference to past generations and the explicit allusion to 1934 are not mere historical descriptions, and are not uttered from a nostalgic perspective. These references constitute an active use of memory which advances a specific purpose in the contemporary realm of protest: to emphasize the need to resolve the issues at hand to secure the future of the miners and their communities or, in their own words, 'to show our support to those fighters who have spent days struggling for the future and their children's bread' (Comunicación Vigo, 2012, my translation) . This activist motivation is further reinforced, alongside its underpinning ideological perspective, by echoing the terms of the historical struggle: 'the road to freedom, dignity and solidarity involves understanding that this struggle is not localized, it is a struggle for dignity, it is a struggle for survival' (Comunicación Vigo, 2012, my translation).
The historical connection and the use of these terms do not appear exclusively in the discourses promoted by activists, as they are also animated in left-leaning news outlets. This is the case, for example, of the centre-left newspaper El País, which is one of the leading titles in the Spanish print media. The following excerpt, which was part of a feature article that was available on the newspaper's website, also establishes the historical connection while highlighting the similarities that exist between past and present relations with politicians:
José Luis, who is 40 years old [and] has two children, argues that the situation has not changed in eighty years. 'The methods are different, but the objective is the same: to repress the workers, and we are the ones that maintain the politicians'. (Rosillo, 2012, my translation) Even though the 2012 protests constitute a distinct story, in this article we see how it is shaped by the miners' 'formative stories, myths, values, traditions, and collective traumas' (Tenenboim-Weinblatt, 2013, p. 102) , and that their attitudes are interpreted in the light of their struggles in historical events. This is also illustrated in the following passage, in which the memory of previous stages in the process of the miners' struggles also play a key part:
'We are fed up with being treated like criminals. We are workers who fight against a great injustice: they are trying to eliminate our way of life.' This is how determined José Luis is. With a grave voice and a strong Asturian accent, he says that barricades are the only fighting method he knows. 'My grandfather fought in 1934, my father in 1963, and now it is my turn.' (Rosillo, 2012, my translation) When audiences are reminded of the history of struggles that the Asturian miners have gone through, they are also being reminded that actions are yet to be taken to resolve these social problems. These actions -which are yet to be implemented -appear contextualized, not only in the geographical space (Asturias) and in the economic sector (the mining industry), but also, most importantly, in the ongoing socio-historical process within which these issues (past, present and future) are embedded. The re-activation of these memories in the media coverage of the protests and related discourses is useful in that they highlight the increasingly urgent need to find a solution, emphasized by the knowledge that a resolution to their struggles has been long overdue. Of course, the fact that the media or other agents make these connections between the past, present and future does not guarantee in any way that the problem will be resolved positively. However, without this memory-driven context, the sense of ongoing unsettled business would not be present in the coverage. This constitutes one of the potential positive uses of memory in journalism.
The message of support from the 15M activists in Vigo, mentioned above, also makes reference to the cultural identity of the Asturian miners, which is grounded in their history of struggle. In this respect, the miners are described as 'brave people' throughout the statement, and their plight is depicted in terms of tireless effort, sacrifice and resistance. A similar characteristic emerges in the feature article, which serves to contextualize the stance taken by the miner José Luis regarding his plans to deal with the situation:
When asked how long they think their struggle will continue, he states: 'look, as long as there is no coherent proposal, we will continue. The miners will remain locked up in the mines and we will go on further peaceful marches, with the barricades and cutting the traffic.' 'I hope the situation changes because, if not, somebody can really get hurt', he concludes. (Rosillo, 2012, my translation) Here, the emphasis given to the cultural memory of the Asturian miners provides, once again, a framework through which to understand their position, their ongoing actions and views of their future. The examples discussed above illustrate how memories can be re-activated in the context of contemporary protests, not only through supportive statements written by activists who speak the same language and share similar socio-political objectives, but also in likeminded mainstream media, helping to shape the ways in which the public may understand current issues. We can argue, therefore, that the re-activation of these memories constitutes a useful tool to animate relevant references that help to construct concurring messages, as indicated also by the multiple online reproductions and references to the feature article published by El País. Some of these websites are generic blogs, such as meneame.net (2012), where users can post material to raise awareness and generate debates. These provide useful data regarding the stance of the users who post comments in response to the articles. These stances range from being supportive of the miners' cause and expressing admiration, to questioning their justifications for protesting and even the very need to keep the mines open.
However, most websites citing or reproducing the article are underpinned by more specific ideological stances, including left-wing organizations and workers' associations. For example, the Catalan website Bombolla Immobiliaria, which defines its role as aiming to generate debates about economy, politics and society, quoted El País in a list of reasons why the miners should be supported. One of those reasons is that 'the miners' struggle (current and historical) is an example for every worker' (Bombolla Immobiliaria, 2012, my translation).
We find another reference to El País in an article published by the site Clase Contra Clase, which is run by Trotskyist factions in Spain and several South American countries. It builds on the historical reference discussed by El País to point out that the tradition of struggle and organization of the miners is imprinted in the memory of the working class. This reference to the past appears alongside a historical overview of those struggles in Spain since the 1930s (Lub, 2012) . In turn, Lub's article has also been reproduced by others, such as El Blog de 'Acebedo', a blog site interested in the history of Asturias and the ways in which knowing that history can help users 'know themselves better ' (El Blog de 'Acebedo', 2013, my translation) .
These and other allusions to the historical struggles of the miners and the role of memory in these discussions clearly demonstrate the ideological perspective of these sources.
Whether the authors are journalists in mainstream newspapers or activists working for different organizations, what these references have in common is the fact that the memory of the miners' past struggles contributes to the argument that the miners deserve support. Even though a significant number of users argue that mining fossil fuels is not sustainable, many of them point out that they respect the miners for fighting for their rights, and that their ongoing resistance provides a model for all workers to follow in the present and future.
Nevertheless, this opinion is not shared by all users. As discussed earlier in relation to the victory of Podemos and the analogies with the victory of the Popular Front in 1936, these memories, which are strongly politicized, can be re-shaped in different ways to support divergent stances. Overall, references to the Asturian miners' background are less frequent in right-wing environments, since the historical contextualization tends to justify rather than delegitimize the activists' case. However, we also find some instances in which the memory of the 1934 revolution is subject to right-wing revisions. For instance, El Bierzo Digital, an online news provider which focuses on local issues, also published an article that referred to the widely quoted piece by El País. On this occasion, however, the author discredits the person who stated that his grandfather fought in 1934, his father in 1962, and now it was his turn. The article states that this person believes that he is fighting an open war against the police -which represents the oppression of the state -due to the spending cuts, must be one of those Historical Memory guys who, on the other hand, know very little history; but the point is, perhaps the relic of a sectarian collective memory, to link that supposedly mythical struggle against Franco in 1934 and 1962 with Franco's heirs. (El Bierzo Digital, 2012 In denouncing the politicized use of memory by the miners and their supporters, the standpoint of this article is also strongly driven by a clear ideological agenda that seeks to delegitimize the basis for their struggles. Similarly, Trapiello (2012) , in an article published by centre-right newspaper La Vanguardia, also refers to the 1934 revolution as a time when Asturian miners took up arms against the Republic, and equipped with dynamite sticks destroyed half of Oviedo and small villages, which they left full of dead bodies, before they were defeated by the army [...] Luckily, today's miners do not have dynamite, and they have had to settle for small firework rockets, although this does not stop them from shooting at law enforcement agents. (Trapiello, 2012, my translation) Here, the reference to the Asturian revolution of 1934 is reframed to highlight a history of violence and sectarian interests, rather than to describe the miners' resistance against the oppressor. In doing so, it delegitimizes the miners' protests, both past and present. As with previous examples of online content produced by left-leaning sources, these perspectives also attract a variety of comments from readers. Trapiello reposted his article in his own blog, eliciting some fragmented reactions by its users. In order to elaborate on their perspectives, some readers also incorporate references to the memory of previous struggles, particularly when they support the miners' cause. In this case, for example, one of the readers commented that The young man who […] feels himself to be the heir to the tradition of resistance by his elders has always been surrounded by the certainty that without struggle there is no progress whatsoever. I know because I am a miner's daughter and I do not remember one single pay rise, one single social or work improvement which has not been achieved through strikes and lock-ins, through our own suffering. (Hemeroflexia, 2012, my translation) This comment draws not only upon collective memory, but also upon individual memories, in order to suggest the way forward: progress will only come through struggle, an argument which is supported by the memory of past experiences. This instance and other similar contributions count with the added value of personal narratives, which serve to strengthen not only the justification for the miners' struggle, but also the need to learn from the past and develop forms of resistance to defend social rights.
Conclusions
This chapter has explored how some of the aspects of Spain's past are used to provide a framework through which to understand and assess present conditions and to contextualize and shape actions and stances when facing the future. When analysing the case of a community such as the Asturian miners, which has a long history of disruption and social struggle, it is evident that their understanding of current issues is still strongly marked by their history. The memory of their old struggles has become part of their identity, and this inevitably influences their attitudes towards their present problems and their ongoing strategies to improve their prospects for the future. For the miners, these are the product not only of collective memories which work at symbolic levels, but of memories which are very close and personal, since they consist of very real experiences which have determined every aspect of their way of life for generations.
Furthermore, this memory is also re-activated and appropriated by others in order to develop concurring discourses based on ideological support for the miners' actions and motivations. The selection and reconfiguration of memories by activists and their supporters is a central aspect of contemporary demonstrations (Sanz Sabido, 2015) and plays an important part in their endeavours to achieve social change and to provide a secure future for a certain community. In this case, the use of collective (rather than strictly individual) memories serves to situate the miners' resistance within broader struggles for social and working rights, which they symbolize and encourage. However, this chapter has also dwelt upon the ways in which memory is also used by opposing viewpoints which are expressed through particular reconfigurations of the past, even though the agents who tend to engage and promote these perspectives often disagree about the need to preserve the memories of this period. In these cases, however, memories are presented in ways which serve to question the activists' efforts and motivations. This chapter has illustrated how the use of memory provides a useful context through which to frame contemporary socio-political issues. Indeed, emphasizing the miners' long struggle not only ensures that those memories are not forgotten, but also explains why their fight needs to continue, and how their past experiences inform their current attitudes. We could argue, then, that the reverse is also true: those memories are more likely to be reactivated if they fit the right purpose, being reconfigured in ways which seem appropriate to the message that needs to be conveyed. This is indicative of the political nature that memory acquires, as illustrated by the ways in which memories of the 1930s form the basis of the coverage of Podemos and the Asturian miners by the right-wing press. The politicization of memory is an inevitable part of the vital role that memory plays in any ongoing sociohistorical process. Memories are selected and re-shaped one way or another in order to fulfil future aims, depending on their intentions or their political significance. Accordingly, the fact that certain memories are discarded or emphasized in specific contexts is also an indication of the relationship between the political uses of memory and the place they occupy in that sociohistorical process, since memory, political purpose and social context cannot be separated.
